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SUBJECT: RELIEF ASSISTANCE TO STRANDED BIHARIS 
REF: KATHMANDU 4599 

1. ACTING UNDP RESREP SMITH CALLED DCM NOVEMBER 8 TO INFORM 
HIM OF URGENT REQUEST HIS OFFICE HAD RECEIVED FOR 
RELIEF ASSISTANCE TO BIHARI REFUGEES STRANDED IN NEPAL. 

ACCORDING TO SMITH, GROUP OF BIHARIS ALLEGEDLY REPRESENTING 
5,000 REFUGEES IN NEPAL CALLED AT HIS OFFICE NOVEMBER 8 TO REQUEST 
CLOTHING, BLANKETS, MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND FOOD. SMITH INDICATED 
PAKISTANI EMBASSY IN NEPAL HAD CONFIRMED INDEPENDENTLY URGENT 
NEED FOR CLOTHING AND BLANKETS. IN RESPONSE TO THIS REQUEST, UNDP 
OFFICE HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEPALI RED CROSS TO PROVIDE SOME 
200 BLANKETS AND LIMITED MEDICAL SUPPLIES TO REFUGEES. IN ADDITION, 

HE HAS REQUESTED UNHCR TO SEND REPRESENTATIVE TO KATHMANDU TO MAKE 
ON-THE-SPOT SURVEY OF REFUGEES' NEEDS. SMITH'S PURPOSE IN 
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TO BANGLADESH REPATRIATION EFFORTS, IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR USG 
TO MAKE SOME CONTRIBUTION TOWARD THIS PARTICULAR RELIEF NEED. 

2. EMBASSY IS UNABLE TO CONFIRM AT THIS TIME THAT THERE ARE AS 
MANY AS 5,000 BIHARIS STRANDED IN NEPAL. AS INDICATED REFTEL A, 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT PAKISTANI EMBASSY CONTINUES TO PROCESS BIHARIS 
REGISTERED PRIOR AUGUST 28, BUT HAS NO AUTHORIZATION TO REPATRIATE 
APPROXIMATELY 2500 BIHARIS WHO ARRIVED AFTER THAT DATE. IT 
SEEMS PROBABLE TO US THAT THIS LATTER GROUP WILL BE STRANDED 
IN NEPAL FOR MUCH OF WINTER AND AT LEAST UNTIL BANGLADESH/ 

PAKISTAN DIRECT REPATRIATION EFFORTS ARE COMPLETE. WE BELIEVE 
WE SHOULD AWAIT SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FROM UNHCR BEFORE MAKING 
FIRM COMMITMENT. HOWEVER, IF DEPARTMENT CONCURS, WE WOULD LIKE 
TO INDICATE TO UNDP OFFICE HERE OUR WILLINGNESS TO MAKE LIMITED 
CONTRIBUTION SHOULD UNHCR CONFIRM URGENCY AND NATURE OF REFUGEES’ 
NEEDS. 

CARGO 

NOTE BY OC/T: REFERENCE BELIEVED INCORRECT. WILL SERVICE UPON REQUEST. 
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